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A Novel is a large diffused picture, comprehending the characters of life,
disposed in different groups, and exhibited in various attitudes, for the
purposes of an uniform plan, and general occurrence, to which every
individual figure is subservient. But this plan cannot be executed with
propriety, probability or success, without a principal personage to attract the
attention, unite the incidents, unwind the clue of the labyrinth, and at last

close the scene by virtue of his own importance. (Dedication, 2-3)
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Of all kinds of satire, there is none so entertaining and universally
improving, as that which is introduced, as it were, occasionally, in the course
of an interesting story, which brings every incident home to life; by
representing familiar scenes in an uncommon and amusing point of view,
invests them with all the graces of novelty, while nature is appealed to in

every particular. (3)
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The disgraces of Gil Blas, are, for the most part, such as rather excite mirth
than compassion; he himself laughs at them; and his transitions from distress
to happiness, or at least ease, are so sudden, that neither the reader has time
to pity him, nor himself to be acquainted with affliction. This conduct, in my
opinion, not only deviates from probability, but prevents that generous
indignation which ought to animate the reader against the sordid and vicious

disposition of the world. (5)
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I have attempted to represent modest merit struggling with every difficulty



to which a friendless orphan is exposed, from his own want of experience, as
well as from the selfishness, envy, malice, and base indifference of mankind.
To secure a favorable preposition, I have allowed him the advantages of birth

and education. (5)
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The first question he put to me was, “Where was you born?” To which I
answered, “In Scotland.”—*In Scotland,” said he; “T know that very well; we
have scarce any other countrymen to examine here; you Scotchmen have
overspread us of late as the locusts did in Egypt: I ask you in what part of

Scotland was you born?” (86)
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Here I saw about fifty miserable distempered wretches, suspended in rows,
so huddled one upon another, that not more than fourteen inches space was
allotted for each with his bed and bedding; and deprived of the light of day,
as well as of fresh air; breathing nothing but a noisome atmosphere of the
morbid steams exhaling from their own excrements and diseased bodies,
devoured with vermin hatched in the filth that surrounded them, and destitute

of every convenience necessary for people in that helpless condition. (135)
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We had not been many minutes engaged, when one of the sailors brought
another on his back to the cockpit, where he tossed him down like a bag of
oats, and pulling out his pouch, put a large chew of tobacco in his mouth,
without speaking a word. Morgan immediately examined the condition of the
wounded man, and cried out, “As I shall answer now, the man is tead as my
great-grandfather.”—“Dead,” said his comrade, “he may be dead now, for
aught I know, but I’ll be damned if he was not alive when I took him up.”

(159)
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“What! he’s not a-weigh? How fare ye, how fare ye, old gentleman?—
Lord have mercy upon your poor sinful soul.”—Upon which, the dying man
turned his languid eyes towards us, and Mr. Bowling went on—“Here’s poor
Rory come to see you before you die, and receive your blessing.—What
man! don’t despair—you have been a great sinner, ‘tis true,—what then?
There’s a righteous judge above,—an’t there?—He minds me no more than a
porpuss.—Yes, yes, he’s a going,—the land-crabs will have him, I see that;

his anchor’s a-peak, i’faith.” (26-27)
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