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As I bathe myself
I pray with all beings
that we can purify body and mind

And clean ourselves inside and out.®)
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As 1 go for a dump,
I pray with all beings
that we can remove all filth and destroy

the poisons of greed, anger, and foolishness.'¥
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don’t say anything. Feeling is the important part. You don’t have to make a big deal about it.”2% ( EX )
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When I wash my feet

May all sentient beings

Attain the power of supernatural feet

With no hindrance to their practice®
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Zazen is better than a home. Zazen is a home that you can’t ever lose, and I keep doing it because 1
like that feeling, and I trust old Jiko, and it wouldn’t hurt for me to try to see the world a little more
optimistically like she does.20)
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“Well, Nattchan, you don’t have to worry. You’re not really dead. Your funeral wasn’t real.”

I was like, Huh? I kinda already knew that.

“They chanted the wrong sutra,” she explained. “You do not chant Shingyo at a funeral. You must
chant Dai Hi Shin.”

Then, before I could say how relieved I was, she said, “Nattchan. I think it would be best for you to
have some true power. I think it would be best for you to have a superpower.”2®)
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We were able to visit many parishioners who were old or sick, and sometimes when we visited
them, I weeded their gardens, t0o.3®)
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I started to cry. I’'m not kidding. Until then nothing could make me cry, not losing all our money,

not moving from my wonderful life in Sunnyvale to a crappy dump in Japan, not my crazy mother,
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or my suicidal father, or my best friend dumping me, or even all those months and months of ijime.
I never cried. But for some reason, the sight of these stupid bugs tearing each other apart was too
much for me. It was horrible, but of course it wasn’t the insects. It was the human beings who
thought this would be fun to watch.>
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