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International Development of Mountain Labeling

Systems for Agri-Food Products and Their Challenges:

Cases of FAO and EU
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Abstract:

International communities are urged to improve the sustainability of agriculture,
forestry, and fisheries in mountainous areas to maintain the ecosystems and natural
resources as well as the livelihoods of people living in these areas. In recent years,
the mountain labeling certification systems, employed by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the European Union (EU), have been
considered promising tools to meet these challenges. These systems are used to
differentiate agri-food products in mountainous areas in the market, which increase
value, thus supporting people from these communities in raising their income, and in
maintaining or developing agriculture, forestry, and fisheries. This study elucidates
the development and challenges of the mountain labeling certification systems
employed by FAO, the EU, and its member country Italy and obtain suggestions
for Japan, where hilly and mountainous areas account for most of the national
territory. The findings reveal that while the certification systems are beneficial for
mountainous people to sustain or develop their production and pass their operations
to the next generation, stakeholders need to appropriately support smallholders and
retain its transparency and accountability.
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FEE#IZ &% &, WERDBEID22% 25 TH ), Z 2 TIEEALD13% 5% S LTwb (FAO
2016) o 113 IZ AFAFIH T 5 RAKD60~80% DHARIRADH V), FeH D LML FEVED25%, H
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(FAO 2014)
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(Fernandez et al. 2020, Parasecoli 2017, Sekine 2021, 2022) o

fi )5 CTHEE DOHIF CHEE SN BREY) - B0 A - HE 2 i 2 B EROR
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% ¥} : Mountain Partnership (2022c) X 0 ##/ER
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o T, BEEMSOMAEIZFEH25% LA L, EEEIZ40%3Im L, 78 1i349% 3 L 72
(Mountain Partnership 2022d) o

i/ S — b F— 3y TREMOGERERI X, 55 = FRUGERIBE Tld 2 < R AGRERIEEICRE Y § %0

T RRGERIEE &, B RRARB A T, B A S T B FARDSHIEE IR R = o A
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THTAHI LD, IHORHWTRMEICE > THE K2 5,

4. 1 AYTFDONNVITv—/ Ly TP v—/ - F—XEMICH T2 ILUMESR
S NIVERREDERERP
4 %) 7%, EUDILHESR T NVEEEZEALTWLETHY, 15T OEMDRHIC
VG FIRRFERIE 20 LT B AR EH A D 50 AHITIE, 41707 T [F—ADLH] LI
ENBERVIVy—) Ly Tx—/ - F—XVOEMZERE LT, EUDLHERT NIV
FEOTTHERE L Z OB EW ST 5

4.1, NIV x—/ - LyPv—J « F-XEERDBIR

NVIVxY—=/ - Ly Ty—/ - F=R&, WHRECELLA ) TORERSLF—ATH
DN AZ)TRRFOLIV7-ax—=yMea N7 TIHO—FTEES R TS, 1
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