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Abstract

This paper aims to examine the history of social policy and social work studies in Japan. It is well known
that we have dealt with the concepts of social policy and social work separately until now. However,
municipal social policies were responsible for social work for the citizenry in the prewar period. It is
important to note that these social work programs established institutions for better working and living
conditions. In this paper, we focus on the characteristics of Japanese social policy and social work,

enabling us to highlight the historical structures that led to the development of the welfare state.
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