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The SDS and the Chicago Conspiracy Trial

—A reconsideration of the 1960°s Anti-War Movement—

SCPRRR RGBS SRR (DEE K OB £

My thesis deals with the 1960’s anti-war movement in the U.S, mainly through an anti-war organization’s perspective. It can
be said that the Democratic National Convention and Chicago Conspiracy Trial were the biggest events in the late 1960’s. In
1968, the Democratic National Convention was held in Chicago. Some anti-Vietnam War organizations planned a mass
demonstration during the convention. At the time, Chicago was strictly ruled by Mayor Daley, a strong political boss, and he
refused to issue a permit to the demonstration. At the convention, approximately 10,000 anti-war activists came together in
Chicago. Every night conflicts between Chicago police and activists took place. As a result, eight activists were indicted for
conspiracy to incite a riot and in September 1969 the Chicago Conspiracy Trial began. At the beginning of the trial, a black
defendant was gagged and chained as ordered by the judge, What happened in the trial? Did these activists really deserve to be
arrested? What was the Chicago Conspiracy Trial all about?

Chapter one shows the background of the major movements in the 1960’s. The Vietnam War began as a result of the Cold War.
The civil rights movement was growing into a primary domestic issue. The U.S. was sandwiched between the Vietnam War and
the civil rights movement. Meanwhile, young people who had joined civil rights movement were concerned about the Vietnam
War. They saw the U.S.’s intervention into Vietnam as an evil act. The Students for the Democratic Society, or SDS, was one of
the most influential anti-war organizations in the 60’s. Yippies were peculiar anti-war organization that emerged from the 60’s.
They mixed new left ideas with hippie’s life style. The Black Panther Party was established in 1966, with concepts of black
nationalism and armed self-defense.

In chapter three, the focus is on the Democratic National Convention in 1968. The Democratic Party holds the Democratic
National Convention every four years to nominate presidential candidates. From 1964 President Lyndon Johnson advanced
military intervention and authorized bombing in Vietnam. Hubert Humphrey would be the Democratic nominee, whose policy
was to continue the Vietnam War. Anti-war activists thought that the next Democratic Convention was the ultimate opportunity to
appeal their slogan, stop the Vietnam War. The SDS, Yippies, and the Black Panther Party came together in Chicago. As the
Democratic Convention started, Chicago police advanced on the mass of activists. Conflicts between police and protesters took
place.

Chapter three discusses stories of the Conspiracy Trial and a new SDS anti-war group. After the Democratic Convention, eight
activists were charged for conspiracy to incite a riot. The defendants had a strategy which was stated by Tom Hayden, one of the
defendants, saying“to go beyond narrow terms of the prosecution, to the larger picture of what was going on in America that
motivated them to take a stand in Chicago.”Meanwhile, outside of the court room, the new SDS anti-war group planned a mass
anti-war demonstration and marched in Chicago’s strects, smashing and breaking the windows of buildings and cars. This chapter
explains why the Weather Underground members got involved in violent activity, what the defendants testified in the trial. and
what motivated these activists to take a stand in Chicago.

In the verdict on February 18, 1970, the defendants were sentenced, not for conspiracy, but for crossing state lines with the
intent to incite a riot. In the conclusion, I examine the meaning of the Conspiracy Trial and the 1960’s anti-war movement itself.
The Chicago Conspiracy Trial is still a noteworthy incident in American history and an icon of the 1960’s anti-war movement.

Hopefully my thesis details the important aspects of what the 1960’s anti-war movement has achieved.
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