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A Comparative Corpus-based Study of Vocabulary Used in the English

Tests for the National Unified Examinations in Japan and Korea

SRRl SRR LS SRR LT (D & £ * B

The object of this study

This thesis is intended to compare English examinations of
the College Scholastic Ability Test in Korea (hereafter CSAT)
and the National Center Test for University Admissions in Ja-
pan, commonly referred to as the “Center Test,” (hereafter
JCT), both of which have been conducted once a year for
more than one decade. The focus of this research is placed on
the lexes in the main text of the examinations obtained for
analysis. In addition, the variety and number of examination
questions as well as the genre of the reading sections are dis-
cussed in the latter half of this paper. Based on these analyses,
some suggestions are made on how to improve students’ pro-
ficiency in English both in Korea and Japan.
Research method

The first thing to reveal patterns in language is to create a
corpus of English lexes used in both examinations over the
last four years, i.e., 2010-2013. All the data is analyzed by the
use of AntConc3.2.4w, a freeway concordance program for
analyzing electronic texts. One of the data collection sources
is Database Center Ten 2013 English on CD-ROM released
by JC Educational Institute, Tokyo. The disc carries all the ex-
amination questions contained in the National Center Tests for
University Admissions conducted in the period between 1987
and 2013. The author takes in all the relevant English ques-
tions of JCT from the CD-ROM, and combines the texts into
one large text file. The data is then analyzed based on a con-
cordance generated with the assistance of the above-men-
tioned software program. The other data source is the website
of the Korea Institute for Curriculum and Evaluations, which
is only provided in a PDF format. Because of the difficulty in
converting the PDF file into text, the author is obliged to re-
type all the questions items in Word format so as to use a pro-
gram to read them as a text file. These question items are
compared with those of JCT used for the last four years.

Two other tools are used for this analysis: JACET 8000

Level Marker (2004) and Textalyser. The former is an online

database supervised by a research group of JACET or the Ja-
pan Association of College English Teachers. This online tool
can help classify vocabulary into eight levels in accordance
with the Japanese context. By using the JACET 8000 Level
Marker, we can find which words belong to which levels. The
latter is also an online text analysis tool, which is used to
check the number of sentences, sentence length, and average
word length in JCT and CSAT respectively.

The results of this study

There seems to be a marked difference in concept between
CSAT in Korea and JCT in Japan. CSAT is a kind of test
which focuses on how much entrance test-takers can keep up
with general English to be taught after they are enrolled at a
college or university, whereas JCT is a test which assesses
high school students’ English proficiency at the time when
they take the “Center Test.”

In case of CSAT, test-takers are expected to collect infor-
mation and grasp the gist of long and complex sentences as
fast as possible. However, a mismatch exists between what
students are trained to do in senior high school and what is ex-
pected of them in the entrance examinations. In accordance
with the progress in communication technology, CSAT is re-
quired to resolve this discrepancy and upgrade the level of vo-
cabulary in particular.

The following three proposals should be made to improve
JCT when promising students are required to keep up with the
era of globalizations. Firstly, it should increase the quantity of
test questions and raise the level of difficulty so that it can
give a more accurate assessment of the level of the students’
English proficiency. Secondly, JCT should be required to cre-
ate more practical and useful questions for the use of the
young generation in this country. Thirdly, JCT should omit
some questions about pronunciation. They seem to be some-
what redundant because the listening test was added to the
Center Test in 2006 and almost all the applicants are supposed
to take it these days.
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