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Abstract

This study investigated the process of resolving cohesive ties, such as coreference, lexical
substitution, and conjunction, by Japanese high school EFL learners. Twelve high school students
(six skilled readers and six less skilled readers) participated in the study. They read 196-word
passage with eight multiple choice questions on cohesive ties, and they were required to report their
answering processes after answering each item. Their verbal protocols were categorized according
to the classification scheme made in terms of the places of used information and the readers’
reading strategies, with the success or failure of each attempt. Results showed that skilled readers
could use the wider areas of information more correctly, while less skilled readers relied more on
the backward adjacent information with more failed attempts. The qualitative analysis of their
actual protocols revealed that skilled readers could resolve the cohesive ties with both retrospective
and prospective interpretation of the text. These results made it clear that higher proficiency of L2
language knowledge (vocabulary and grammar) and flexible use of various kinds of information are
crucial in readers’ understanding of cohesive ties in L2.

Keywords: cohesive tie, verbal protocol, quantitative and qualitative analysis, used information,
reading strategy
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My son and I were trying to sell the house we had restored ( a ) in the barn attached to it there were bats and (1) they
wouldn’t leave. The barn was their home. They told us (2) so in their own way. They hung there in the barn and seemed
determined to stay for the season.

If we knocked lightly on the outside, (3) muttering sounds would follow, as if the bats were angry. They seemed to be asking
us to stop bothering them and not to replace that pane in the window through which they flew in and out.

“Don’t worry about (4) it, Dad,” Patrick said. “They keep down the mosquitoes.”

Unfortunately they also kept the buyers away. ( b ) we had asked a person to sell the house for us, (5) he had refused to

show it because of the bats. In truth, I sympathized. Who would want to share space with (6) the cousins of Dracula?

“Bats are popular,” Patrick assured me. “They’re ecological.”
“Isn’t there a machine you can buy that produces high-frequency sounds to keep bats away?”
“I don’t know,” said Patrick. “But I like bats, and whoever buys this house will probably like them too.”
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