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Ethnic Chinese in Indonesia

—Economic Power, Discrimination and Cultural Identity—
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The author attempts to present the history of Chinese
immigrants’ changes through a new visual angle. The culture
and society of ethnic Chinese in Indonesia have developed in
accordance with the change within Indonesia and the outside
world. Due to the interactions with other groups, either inside
or outside Indonesia, the Chinese minority, which has its
special characteristics, has undergone specific changes. The
process, which has often been called adaptation or
acculturation, has generated a unique culture. It has not been
confined to the Chinese minority. Other ethnic groups in the
country also have undergone this process as they have tended
to influence one another and enrich one’s own culture.

The paper is divided into three chapters. The first chapter
describes the historical development of Chinese immigrants.
Examined in this chapter are the questions such as how they
integrated themselves into the local society, how they kept
their traditional culture, and how they contributed to local
economy under Dutch Colonial Rule. The most enduring
division in the Chinese community was the one between the
Totoks and Peranakans. Totoks represented the more recent
immigrants and were referred to as pure Chinese, whereas the
Peranakans were the Indies-born group. The Peranakan
community was the product of inter-marriages between the
early Chinese settlers and the indigenous people over the
years.

The second chapter has an overview of Indonesian economy
and Chinese. This chapter aims at how Totoks have developed
their economy, with special reference to a successful business-

man Liem Sioeliong and his contribution to his hometown.

Chapter TIT probes how the Chinese have struggled to keep
their cultural identity, referring to nationality, religion, and
other cultural representations. It also deals with problems of
the younger generations inheriting “chineseness”.

The ethnic Chinese have experienced greater changes
compared with those indigenous ethnic groups which have
their own geographical regions.

However, in other aspects, for instance religion, this
assimilation has taken a different form. Chinese religions,
namely Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism, show that these
religions have been adjusted to Indonesian conditions and
have been highly Indonesianized. Besides, there are many
Chinese who have converted to other religions which are
usually considered as non-Chinese religions such as
Christianity and Islam.

With the end of the Cold War and the emergence of
globalization, the Chinese in Indonesia will also undergo more
changes, although the process of change has always been very
slow.

In the economic field, the ethnic Chinese who are new
migrants are more successful than the established ones. It
appears that the new migrants still possess the migrant culture
and ethos as well as ethnic Chinese networks in Southeast
Asia and beyond.

The Indonesianization process will go on while the
globalization process may pull the Chinese towards another
direction. But the local pull seems to be stronger if the

Chinese continue to live in Indonesia.
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English for Academic Purposes (EAP) in Australia

—Difficulties for Japanese Learners—
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When T studied at an English language center in Melbourne
last year, I took different courses—general English, academic
English and exam preparation. When I was in academic
English courses called EAP or English for Academic purposes,
I encountered many difficulties in writing essays in English
because I had not had much experience in writing in my
school days, even at university.

EAP programs at my English language center are designed
to assist students in developing their essay writing and critical
thinking skills in order to present points of view in a way that
meets the cultural demands of an English speaking environ-
ment. The curriculum includes language development as well
as study skills.

While I learned writing skills for academic essays, I

realized differences between Japanese and English. I wonder
why there is diversity in each country. That is why I chose this
theme in my thesis. I divided my thesis into three chapters.

Firstly, T illustrate the reasons why many students from
around the world choose to study in Australian schools, in
terms of safety, rich environment, multiculturalism, and
educational institutions.

Secondly I introduce IELTS and EAP programs in Australia,
especially of English language center by using several data.

Finally, I offer some reasons why Japanese learners are
faced with many difficult problems of writing through the lens
of my own experience. I also show the rhetorical composition
between Japanese and English, and the Japanese tendencies

when writing an essay in English.
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