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The Kalt Worship in the Kathmandu Valley
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While studying Hinduism from the viewpoint of the conflict
between the great tradition and the little tradition, the Siva
worship is noticed to be a typical example of successful
assimilation. Siva, whose prototype was Vedic god Rudra,
takes in /inga worship (of the little tradition) on one hand and
wins over the indigenous goddess worship on the other. As a
result, Siva worship becomes onc of the two most pre-
dominant worships. The goddess Kali is a deity under the
umbrella of Siva worship. She was almost an obscurity in the
Vedic tradition as in the case of other goddesses like Durga.

It is in the Devimahatmya that Kali first-ever showed her
presence in the great tradition. It was compiled in fifth or sixth
century and is regarded as the fundamental scripture in any of
the goddess worships. In the Devimahatmya the goddess
Durga is a heroine and Kali and Matrkas are aids of hers in the
episodes. Being characterized by the description in the
episode, Kali is depicted as a fearful, weird and bloodthirsty
goddess. And Kali has come to the Hindu scene of great
tradition as such together with Durga and Matrkas. (chap. 2)

Later Kali was accomplishing the popularity through her
association with Siva as depicted in the Purdnas. Moreover
Kali’s fusion with the Tantrism made her more influential, so
that she gained more recognition in the Hindu great tradition.
Kali dwelling in the battlefield and cremation ground is inevi-
tably fused into the Kapalika ‘cremation-ground asceticism’.
Within the context of this Kapalika, the Kaura or Kalikula
tradition was developed and transmitted into the Kathmandu
Valley as well as in Bengal. Kali was worshipped as
Guhyakali or Guhyesvari in the Valley. (chap. 3)

In Bengal the devotional Kali worship takes place. The
goddess Kali is a boon-conferring and, after all, the mother of

all. She (=Mother Kali) becomes the grantor of comfort and

THAPA SHYAM KUMAR

peace to her suffering children (=devotees). For Ramkrishna,
for example, Kali is Ma and a savior, moreover is the absolute
being identified with Siva. Thus in Bengal the benevolent,
benign and motherly Kali is more featured. The boon-
conferring Kali comes to be more popular and influential than
the ferocious and blood-demanding Kali. Consequently people
are inclined to avoid the non-Aryan or non-Brahmanic bloody
sacrifice. That is to say, Kali is the goddess in the great
tradition, and moreover, is a supreme deity identified with
Siva. We find, in Bengal, that Kali which was originally an
indigenous and regional deity has come up to the highest
being, i.e. Siva. (chap. 3)

The Kathmandu Valley forms mandala cosmos comprising
center and periphrastic surroundings and retains the ancient
mother-goddess worship. The goddess worship reached the
Valley but indigenous part of things has survived to this day.

The folk or tribe $akta worship is popular. The professional
mediums being possessed by Kali or the Tantrists (=the practi-
tioners trained and endowed with yogic power) play some
important roles like healing diseases, shooting troubles. This
is what the Brahmanic tradition has ever rejected over the
time. (chs. 4-5)

Kali (=GuhyesvarT) of Kalikula tradition of Tantrism settled
in the Valley and became the center of Kali worship. The
exoteric tradition is versed in yogic practices and fond of
bloody sacrifices. People never feel out of place with the
sacrifice. “Nepalese Hinduism is dressed in a robe of Aryan
religious formation, retaining much of non-Aryan things in
it.” (by M. Tachikawa) (chap. 4)

In a word, Kali worshipped in the Kathmandu Valley is a
fearful

and bloodthirsty goddess depicted in the

Devimahatmya.
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