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Since Two on a Tower marked the end of Hardy’s prolonged period of experiment and innovation,
and was succeeded by four novels of outstanding cast (The Mayor of Casterbridge, The
Woodlanders, Tess of the d’Urbervilles and Jude the Obscure), the appearance of The Well-Beloved
(in serial form) in 1892 as his penultimate full-length prose fiction was curious. By any standard

The Well-Beloved is an oddity."
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It pretends indeed to be no more than “a sketch of a Temperament.” It is good fun—one of the

playful recreation of genius.?
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Thus it began and continued in the home of these hastily wedded ones.
Sometimes it was worse, far worse, than a hot quarrel. There was a calm, cold
reasoning in their discussions, and they talked in complete accord of the curse of
matrimony. In their ill-matched junction on the strength of a two or three days’
passion they felt the full irksomeness of a formal tie which, as so many have
discovered, did not become necessary till it was a cruelty to them.

A legal marriage it was; but not a true marriage. In the night they heard
sardonic voices and laughter in the wind at the ludicrous facility afforded them
by events for taking a step in two days which they could not retrace in a
lifetime, despite their mutual desire as the two persons solely concerned.

Marcia’s haughty temper unfolded in the direction of irascibility when she
beheld clearly in what a trap she had been ensnared. She was her husband’s
property, like one of his statues that he could not sell. “Was there ever anything
more absurd in history,” she said bitterly to him one day, “than that grey-headed
legislators from time immemorial should have gravely based inflexible laws upon
the ridiculous dream of young people that a transient mutual desire for each

other was going to last for ever!”!”
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‘I am under a curious curse, or influence. I am posed, puzzled and perplexed
by the legerdemain of a creature—a deity rather; by Aphrodite, as a poet would

put it, I should put it myself in marble 2%
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The sprite resumed: ‘Thou hast transferred
To her dull form awhile

My beauty, fame, and deed, and word,
My gestures and my smile.

‘O fatuous man, this truth infer,
Brides are not what they seem;
Thou lovest what thou dreamest her;

I am thy very dream!”
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In this he was aware, however, that though it might be now, as heretofore, the Loved who danced

before him, it was the Goddess behind her who pulled the string of that Jumping Jill. (p. 79)
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By imperceptible and slow degrees the scene at the dinner-table receded into
the background, behind the vivid presentment of Avice Caro, and the old, old
scenes on Isle Vindilia which were inseparable from her personality. The
dining-room was real no more, dissolving under the bold stony promontory and the

incoming West Sea. (p. 86)
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38 Thoughts of Phena
At News of Her Death

Not a line of her writing have I,
Not a thread of her hair,
No mark of her late time as dame in her dwelling, whereby
I may picture her there;
And in vain do I urge my unsight
To conceive my lost prize
At her close, whom I knew when her dreams were upbrimming with light,

And with laughter her eyes.

What scenes spread around her last days,
Sad, shining, or dim?
Did her gifts and compassions enray and enarch her sweet ways
With an aureate nimb?
Or did life-light decline from her years,
And mischances control
Her full day-star; unease, or regret, or forebodings, or fears

Disennoble her soul?

Thus I do but the phantom retain
Of the maiden of yore
As my relic; yet haply the best of her—fined in my brain
It may be the more
That no line of her writing have I,
Nor a thread of her hair,

No mark of her late time as dame in her dwelling, whereby
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I may picture her there.
March 1890

7 4 —F~DEB\ (Thoughts of Phena, 38)
Pz DFEMRICEE L T

B OEAF O ELE, 0L
IR > Ty, 720
R TOMADERBS X THIChED L5 % FEOTRE LTO
BA OBAEDIH R B & S F > T
Be HROBSKTH SN, LR
FEnThrNTOREIZAPRER TV
BO%bN C OFMOMKROLEE Bolig & RoRENe
ML CTIEAZDDD, Frit ZHIFEHE

ED XS ERDY ZOERBEOHLIHEYINT 6NzDdh
EBLARLRDD» HHEr ZhldEMD»?
VLIcEYE LEABLEZYTBEE ks Lnfhiicix

&t HELT—FOHD BAPHLELEZIH»?
ZNEBWLDEAD»HIZ EMmONHNTEL LD
HWHRICES ko BOREEZ  KEH
X LIeo»? A%, R, XEokL, Bhi s
W DHRDEEEE ST DZA S0 ?

CDEIIHIE HEDLZDLIFD A%
HoHOMME UTHREELTw a8
L2rLO&ko b LesZnid— RoRiciZumEsneg fkzo
BRORRGE2D Lk, thoBERPRLDREr5
BBEILRE, HLOEVLLO LT, ZOLH
- Tidvihuhr s, £
IBRTOWLDEE-RS LTI hdE57% KEOEFELTD



BRFBERY: BEEICE H0EH 45

W DBEDTER S M—DFf> Tz wnh s
18904F 3 H

LD s CHMEET 28D, FIAT74—F « AR=T Z2NDN—FT 4 DNbNBZDE F
IA T4 AT IET R M VDNOLNICKMENTWE I LB D57255, 2 LT,
ET7AMUPIA T4 A—HOESDIC THERFADE ) IR 72Bic, =4 74 2A—{kp4:
EELOEVLENIA T4 Z—HOIRTHZ ZL2AD, RLITLEDNT WL DR,
Part Second Chapter Six D EijH The Past shines in the Present 25783 ¢ 8D, E7 X b vidA
T4 A2 Blicz A w4 22 ERAAEDE TR TVEDTHS, SinE, 72
VRIA T 4 ATWHICLEEDAT WA EWS T LI, BRI A T4 2RI EELATY
LZEILHFELVDTH D,

LZAT, ETALYDIA T4 A MADEITIZ, fetishistic 72 & 2 ADBEL 6515, Fil
Z13. Sylvania Castle DEDFFAANZS LEiZ L TWwE EEDIA V1 A HHoFEIGIC L
EffFicEhzirESESToNnb (p.107), HIEHOHRT, =4 71 2 {icH 5 iz
WEHILHBEEDITT, BEOFTHLP LRI BWVWE ZAILFE%E L 5T, “Engaged in the
study of her ear and the nape of her white neck” L7z 0 (p. 107), tWwH BEA&TH 3, BOflTIE,
E7AFVIEAF—h—EBHETOELTVS, Thbdid, E7XA DA ¥4 240
A R AT AHADNOLNOMEZHFAL TR R ICEE R VDOTHE, AT 4 R
b ANDET A DOEIT, fetishistic %5 & TADPH DD, A V4 AHIZHLTDOAT
Fwv, TA Y4 R BT b fetishistic 7 & C ADBEINDZDTH B,

MAIEZ S TH B, ETALRIA T4 22BN T, =4 74 22, ZHERHRIC
Sz, TERTADE) IKR-TERLEEIC, TR T4 AZMEAS T LICKRD &
ShteEwET S, EFCHIEZEREL2HICLAZET A ik, 77— a2 A A E ORIk
EFNTHBZOTEHVLHEVOLEZITHL, Z0HLERETREOEITZ L ZICEN A
T4 A=W EMBE NI D, ZDIA U4 A M ZHNHROREFEERELE, ET A
VFREE AT AEMERI BB ICEST, AtAtoflicHE o THESh TV %
fAlE 2O IHL T, BICANT, HETRD, 7—YEWMOHL TBICANTERLRESE v
T8 fetishistic THRWR EEF R B3 5D,

ZNTIE, ETRA MDA T4 RA2BIKT 5 fetishistic s & & A, A b= —MWit
A, ETALVORAERLTVWBEVIDES I, 2RI, TELL, ETRALVYD
IA T4 ANONbLNDBIZRT DA ST, "—FT1DFF5A4 T4 —F - A= R
WX BRbNOMI ZRRT 5D DI 540,



The Well-Beloved i

BOHORD E AT, TOEMODIEEIZ - ANDHMARBKEDOLEE NS T I+ DE
5 T4 77, 2kdFEITD LS TR, LRy, fEFEOHOOEROTEE XY TH
ZIEHBBEETHY, EFICE, TOERCBIZN—T4 DHOHRFFA 7 4 —F + 28—
I ANDNbI D LRI N2EE RS> 2R L B0 TH 3,

zhh, ZHRICEZ A T4 2B oMb 2L THiPNTREDTH %,

IA T4 A—HIEET AP EDEVEIEDNRET ST LET, ETAFYOLOHF
5. the Well-Beloved D&M 2R L, 7 A M PWLEETL EWIFERICEZH, =
A7 4 ZA—ERETILBEOEE LTA 74 A HICE 2N TRIET 225, Z DL HH
EOMIEE LTV ET, E7 AL d the Well-Beloved DEEITH 2 24 7 4 X LD
A—DFEVIEME T, 72Dz oEEDOT L RKBEMD Part Third TIRONZDTH
B, ZFOBEIZ, FSA T4 —F + A= ZANDNOND B DRI E VS N—F 4 DFED Tz
FELENEE SN DD TH %, TN Tk, Hizld T, BAENICRTAX S,

(B) EZXEULMIBISLEHD

FEREIIC B WT, HEFAKD S book version ICEZXEINB I LITE o> T, TOEMRBELT]
DG s o7 T L2 R DD, ZOBE, ROZEHEICOWTREZMEA LTy, 22
T, WEkWk, BRORFHEEMWICR LI LICL-T, TOERICEBT LN N—F 1 DHV%E
Rffibz 2 ticL& o,

HEEHINDZILICE-> T, ZOFROTENIHHICARD, ZOTEE 1, —~ ADBLED
KBOLMEE WS TI P YDED 477 2KROFI B LI TELE WS T &%, FOE
CBWTEAWICHE Lz, L LFEER, ZoTE2HMCERICIEIAN—F 1 DA RH A
BEINTVLEDTH-T, Ihh b, ZORERTVI S,

HEATIE, ET7RA M VEIA T4 RATHMOB b HoTA T4 REM E OFEIEA RS
5, LL, TA T4 ZAZHRNOEEZBLTCOWIEEZM-/ET A M rid, BB off
ol i, A4 2= zoB LB TEL LBV, BRERIEIP S, L2L, %
NIFRZRICKD L, ARARZROBBECIRBZ BV, MoKICH, E7AMU2FRLTL
NTVEOPHERICHE L EDO—V T THHIERET A VIFHE, ZLT, D0
KEFHROFHZEB DT, E7A M EEEOFO~—v T2 R5, ELIELLL TV —
STDRIFEICDH L, LBl hoEETH-T, Thbb,

An unexpected shock was the result. The face which had been stamped upon his
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mind-sight by the voice, the face of Marcia forty years ago, vanished utterly. In
its place was a wrinkled crone, with a pointed chin, her figure bowed, her hair as
white as snow. To this the once handsome face had been brought by the raspings,
chisellings, stewings, bakings, and freezings of forty years. The Juno of that day
was the Witch of Endor of this. (p. 167)
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His wife was—not Avice, but that parchment-covered skull moving about his
room. An irresistible fit of laughter, so violent as to be an agony, seized upon him,
and started in him with such momentum that he could not stop it. He laughed
and laughed, till he was almost too weak to draw breath.

Marcia hobbled up, frightened. “What’s the matter?” she asked; and,
turning to a second nurse, “He is weak—hysterical.”

“O—mno, no! [—I—it is too, too droll—this ending to my would-be

romantic history!” Ho-ho-ho! (p. 168)
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‘It is strange!” said she.

‘I don’t regret it. That fever has killed a faculty which has, after all, brought
me my greatest sorrows, if a few little pleasures. Let us be gone.’

He was now so well advanced in convalescence that it was deemed a most
desirable thing to take him down into his native air. Marcia agreed to
accompany him. ‘1 don’t see why I shouldn’t, ’ said she. ‘An old friendless
woman like me, and you an old friendless man.’

“Yes. Thank Heaven I am old at last. The curse is removed.” (p. 202)
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At present he is sometimes mentioned as ‘the late Mr. Pierston’ by gourd-like
young art-critics and journalists; and his productions are alluded to as those of a
man not without genius, whose powers were insufficiently recognized in his

lifetime. (p. 206)
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