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An Analysis of Ellipsis Points (Three Dots Leaders) Used in Typed Sentences:
Feelings and Intentions of Senders

Takuto SAKAI

The purpose of this paper is to clarify feelings and intentions with which senders use the ellipsis points in typed
sentences. In a questionnaire study, we asked university students to show their use of the ellipsis points and their
feelings and intentions when they use them. We analyzed 117 cases. The results revealed that senders expressed
a variety of feelings with the ellipsis-points. In addition, it was found that senders use the ellipsis points with

EEINT3

the intention such as “expecting the reader to understand their feelings,” “softening, blurring, or avoiding

affirmation,” or “indicating the time spent for thinking.” It was also found that in some cases, the ellipsis points

were used without any particular meaning or intention.

Keywords: typed sentence, ellipsis points (three dot leader), feeling, intention, self-presentation



