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Listening to Children:
The Use of Forensic Interviews in Fact Finding

Makiko NAkA

The present article is based on the author’s invited talk at Aichi Gakuin University on Dec. 19, 2023. It provides
the overview of the forensic/investigative interviews for child witnesses. It covers the potential difficulties in
fact-finding, the current situation regarding the use of forensic/investigative interviews in Japan, and the features
of forensic/investigative interviews, including the significance of the use of open-ended questions and the
structure of the interview to elicit as accurate and as much free narratives from interviewees. The final section is

the questions and answers.

Keywords: forensic interview, investigative interview, Japanese Criminal Procedure Law 321.3, child witness,
the NICHD protocol



