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The Potential and Challenges of Geographical Indications
in Building Regional Economic Circulation:
A Case of Hatcho Miso in Aichi Prefecture, Japan

PR R

SEKINE, Kae

Abstract:

The Geographical Indication System introduced in Japan in 2015 is expected to
maintain and develop local traditional agri-food production and ultimately promote
regional economic circulation. However, issues arose in 2017 over the registration
of Hatcho Miso in Aichi Prefecture as a Geographical Indication, highlighting the
contradictions and challenges in Japan's Geographical Indication System. Employing
the case of Hatcho Miso, this paper aims to clarify the potential and challenges of
Japan's Geographical Indication System in building regional economic circulation.
Based on the author’s interviews including semi-structured questionnaires with
stakeholders from 2009 and 2023, this study compares Japan's system with that
in use in Europe and Japan's private certification scheme, “Honbano Honmono,”
concluding that Japan's system needs to introduce the status of Protected
Designation of Origin (PDO), which is employed in the EU’s system, and to conduct
more rigorous quality evaluations.

Keywords:
Regional economic circulation, Geographical Indication, Honbano Honmono,
Hatcho Miso, Japan
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