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Abstract

This study investigated the ideal English teachers’ competencies and abilities for English-major
Jananese university students. One hundred seven students participated in this study. They answered
three kinds of questionnaires: 1) competencies and abilities required for teachers in general, 2)
competencies and abilities necessary for English teachers, and 3) open-ended questions about good
English teachers and not-so-good ones. The results showed that competencies and abilities for

99 ¢,

teachers in general were composed of “practical skills,” “aspiration and humanity,” and “sociability
and mission,” while English teachers needed “counseling mind,” “global mind,” “English language
teaching skills” and “strict direction,” of which the last one was not highly evaluated by the
participants, though. It was found that the “strict direction” was related to “sociability and mission”
of English teachers. The free descriptions of good teachers and not-so-good ones revealed that the
former are those who can give English classes easy to understand under positive atmospheres, and
the latter tend to teach without confirming students’ understanding, which gave the impression of
irritable teachers to them. It was suggested that future study should include the larger and more

diverse population.
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