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Regional economic analysis of the IT industry in Japan:

From the aspects of software production
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EAKFR - MEAE BB ARIEARERO—EE (TN 3)

Abstract: This study aims to identify the structural changes of Japanese software industry through the
typical features base on prefectural data in the light of information society. Accordingly, it applies a
comparative analysis by using the coefficient, which is derived from three main variables - the number of
establishments, the number of employees, and the production capacity of software per prefecture. In the
analysis, a special focus has been attached to the relationship between the structure of software industry
and the scale of a given municipality. In addition, another emphasis is given on the current situation of the
selected regions in terms of the policy alternatives of local industry and historical development of the
industry in the regions concerned.

The findings show that many typical regions are mainly occupied by and focused also on the software
related production, and the degree of concentration is more significantly depended on the industrial
production among others. Moreover, an additional finding from the Input-Output analysis confirms that
an outsourcing type is the main form of operation, and the production does not even match with the
internal demand of each region.

keywords: software industry, information society, regional economics, policy alternatives,

specialization coefficient
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