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Performativity of Mock Performances:

A Consideration on Their Ideological Nature
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Abstract: This essay starts with a completely transcribed greeting speech given by Shoichi Ozawa, which
is included in the CD "Fushi-Dan Sekkyo, Story Preaching of Noto, Guided by Shoichi Ozawa" (Victor
Entertainment), the 20th missionary convention recorded at the temple of Mangakuji, Monzen-machi,
Fugeshi-gun, Ishikawa-ken on June 11, 1990. In the speech he shows the circumstances around
"performing artists," and "what happened to karaoke performances" 20 years ago. According to his
recollection, the essence of karaoke playing, about which almost all the people were crazy at that time,
lies not in just singing, but in "imitating." Rather than simply "imitating," he emphasizes, karaoke is an
entertainment where a performer can "immerse her/himself in the mood" which is as if s/he would be a
real "professional entertainer." Ozawa says that a karaoke player puts a particularly great value on doing
S0.

Why do they do karaoke? Quite straightforwardly Ozawa answers, "because it feels better." The author,
however, would like to ask why it does. Thus the aim of the present paper is to investigate the milieu or
context in which we have rather enjoyed ourselves in such more participatory type of entertainment.
Then, as indicated in the title, the keyword for consideration is nothing but performativity. The references
cited are Judith Butler, Gender Trouble and Mary Douglas, Purity and Danger, and some writings from
books concerning the history of Japanese films.
keywords: karaoke playing, mock performances, imitating, entertainment, participation, performativity,

gender, body, identification, identity politics, imitating the Western, Westernization.
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