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Abstract: In March 11, 1850, Secretary of State during the American Civil War, William Henry Seward

said, “If endowed also with moral energies adequate to the achievement of great enterprise, and favored

with a government adapted to their character and condition, must command the empire of the seas, which

alone is real emoire.” From this phrase, his thoughts and policy is called under the name of ‘the idea of the

empire of the seas’.

Americans had been concerned mainly with developing the continental boundaries in the North American

area until 1853. Seward has often been regarded as an expansionist, whose objective was unrestricted

acquisitions of vast domains, in the North America. But it is misunderstanding. He was not a mercantilist

but a free trader.

After Spanish-Amercan War beginning in 1898, American foreign policy took a sudden and unclear turn

which was even called a Great Aberration. Then America emerged as a world power with the interests in

Asia far beyond the North Amerca. Since 1850 or previous years, Seward envisaged to aquire only a

small amount of new territory, or strategically significant advance bases, such as Alaska and Hawaii,

located in the need of aid in American domination of sea lanes. While Secretary, Seward animated to

realize this vision that is to say American global commercial hegemony, especially in East Asia,

particularly in China.
keywords: a seward's worth
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