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So in January 1956 Benny Profane showed up again in New York. He came into town at the tag-end
of a spell of false spring, found a mattress at a downtown flophouse called Our Home, and a newspaper
at an uptown kiosk; roamed around the streets late that night studying the classified by streetlight. As

usual nobody wanted him in particular.¥
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One morning Profane woke up early, couldn’t get back to sleep and decided on a whim to spend the
day like a yo-yo, shuttling on the subway back and forth underneath 42" Street, from Times Square to
Grand Central and vice versa. He made his way to the washroom of Our Home, tripping over two empty
mattresses on route. Cut himself shaving, had trouble extracting the blade and gashed a finger. He took a
shower to get rid of the blood. The handles wouldn’t turn. When he finally found a shower that worked,
the water came out hot and cold in random patterns. He danced around, yowling and shivering, slipped

on a bar of soap and nearly broke his neck. (p. 37)
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Geronimo stopped singing and told Profane how it was. Did he remember the baby alligators? Last
year, or maybe the year before, kids all over New York bought these little alligators for pets. Macy’s was
selling them fifty cents, every child, it seemed, had to have one. But soon the children grew bored with
them. Some set them loose in the streets, but most flushed them down the toilets. And these had grown
and reproduced, had fed off rats and sewage, so that now they moved big, blind albino, all over the
sewer system. Down there, God knew many there were. Some had turned cannibal because in their

neighborhood the rats had all been eaten, or had fled in terror. (pp. 42—43)
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Rachel was looking into the mirror at an angle of 45°, and so had a view of the face turned toward the
room and the face on the other side, reflected in the mirror; here were time and reverse-time, co-existing,
cancelling one another exactly out. Were there many such reference points, scattered through the world,
perhaps only at nodes like the room which housed a transient population of the imperfect, the
dissatisfied; did real time plus virtual or mirror-time equal zero and thus serve some half-understood

moral purpose? (p. 46)
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But soon the hand passed twelve and began its course down the other side of the face; as if it had
passed through the surface of mirror, and had now to repeat in mirror-time what it had done on the side

of real-time. (pp. 51-52)
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“There is more behind and inside V. than any of us had suspected. Not who, but what: what is she.
God grant that I may never be called upon to write the answer, either here or in any official report.” (p.

53)
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Marc: A woman.
Sten: Another woman.
Marc: It is she you are pursuing? Seeking?

Sten: You’ll ask next if he believes her to be his mother. The question is ridiculous. (pp. 53—54)
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Stencil could see a day when he would only be tolerated. It would then be he and V. all alone, in a

world that somehow had lost sight of them both. (p. 55)
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This alligator was pinto: pale white, seaweed black. It moved fast but clumsy. It could have been lazy,
or old or stupid. Profane thought maybe it was tired of living.
The chase had been going on since nightfall. They were in a section of 48-inch pipe, his back was

killing him. (p. 111)
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From time to time his quarry would half-turn, coy, enticing. A little sad. Up above it must have been
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raining. A continual this drool sounded behind them at the last sewer opening. Ahead was darkness. The

sewer turned here was tortuous, and built decades darkness. (pp. 111-2)
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The water began to get a little deeper. They were entering Fairing’s Parish, named after a priest who’d
lived topside years ago. During the Depression of the ‘30’s, in an hour of apocalyptic well-being, he had
decided that the rats were going to take over after New York died. Lasting eighteen hours a day, his beat
had covered the breadlines and missions, where he gave comfort, stitched up raggedy souls. He foresaw
nothing but a city of starved corpses, covering the sidewalks and the grass of the parks, lying belly up in
the fountains, hanging wrynecked from the streetlamps. The city—maybe America, his horizons didn’t
extend that far—would belong to the rats before the year was out. This being the case, Father Fairing
thought it best for the rats to be given a head start—which meant conversion to the Roman Church. (pp.

118-9)
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After a breakfast of roast rat (“The livers,” he wrote, “are particularly succulent”) (p. 118)
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Rat meat didn’t agree with the Father, in the long run. Perhaps there was infection. Perhaps, too, the
Marxist tendencies of his flock reminded him too much of what he had seen and heard above ground, on
the breadlines, by sick and maternity beds, even in the confessional; and thus the cheerful heart reflected
by his late entries was really only a necessary delusion to protect himself from the bleak truth that his
pale and sinuous parishioners might turn out no better than the animals whose estate they were

succeeding to. (p. 119)
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“The world is all that the case is,” Mondaugen said. “I’ve heard that somewhere before.” A smile

began to spread. (p. 278)
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Rumor had it that a week or so later lady V. ran off with one Sgherraccio, a mad Irredentist. At least
they both disappeared from Paris at the same time; from Paris and as far as anyone on the Butte could

say, from the face of the earth. (p. 414)
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Astarte’s throat naked to the cloudless weather, and slam it down again into a piece of the
Mediterranean whose subsequent surface phenomena—whitecaps, kelp islands, any of a million
flatnesses which should catch thereafter part of the brute sun’s spectrum—showed nothing at all of what

came to lie beneath, that quiet June day. (p. 492)
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Herbert Stencil, like small children at a certain stage and Henry Adams in the Education, as well as

assorted autocrats since time out of mind always referred to himself in the third person. (p. 62)
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With relief, with humiliation, with terror, he understood that he also was an illusion, that someone else

was dreaming him.” Borges, Jorge Luis, The Circular Ruins Translated by Anthony Bonner (p. 63)
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