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Bullying in the Elementary Schools (1)

Ryoji SAKAI

Abstract

An incident of “bullycide” happened in 2006 and bullying in schools has again become a sensational issue.
In this paper we submitted a questionnaire regarding the issue of bullying to 303 school children (from 4th
graders to 6th graders) in three elementary schools. Items in the questionnaire consisted of impulse, experiences
of bullying, state of bullying, coping with bullying, feelings of being bullied, ways of thinking about bullying
and so on. They were rated in three or five point scales.

The result showed that impulse and direct influence in violence was moderate. Furthermore, as the school
grade became higher, schoolboys were in the higher rate more other than schoolgirls in the influence of violent
experiences. Sensibilities of violent experiences, however, showed individual variation.

About 80% of children had experiences of being bullied in school and many states of bullying were abuse,
being spoken ill of and being left out by classmate. These are examples of bullying accompanied with mental
pain. There were beating, violence and threats in the examples of direct behavior.

As to the coping behavior in the bullying experience, the child who was bullied often told parents or
teachers facts about the bully, or the victim often told them not to continue with the bullying. Recently there are
few who endure the bullying without a word or continued to be beaten by the bully.

It will be the key to an anti-bullying strategy that parents and teachers cope appropriately with bullying at
the earliest possible period.

Keywords: bullying, bullycide, school child, elementary school



